Written Testimony for Ohio Redistricting Commission Hearing
Zanesville, 8/25/2021, 9:30am-12:30pm
Thank you for allowing me to speak to you. My name is Luanne Hendricks, and I live in House District
19, Senate District 3, in the City of Westerville. I would like to draw your attention to the issue of school
districts being divided by Ohio House and Senate district lines.
I belong to a group called Sustainable Westerville that considers its community to be the Westerville City
School District, also becoming known as the Greater Westerville Area. The School District is currently
split by Senate Districts 3, 15, and 19, and House Districts 19, 22, 25, and 68.
Given that district drawing rules prioritize keeping counties whole, it is understandable that the parts of
the School District in Franklin County are in different districts than those in Delaware County. However,
there is no clear reason why the portion of the School District in Franklin County needs to be split into
three different Senate Districts, and three different House Districts. The vast majority of the school
district is in House District 19, and Senate District 3. However, several neighborhoods in the south
portion of the school district are in House Districts 22 and 25, and Senate Districts 15 and 19.
Why is this important? Just for simplicity, it would make more sense for all neighborhoods in the
Franklin County part of the school district to be included in the same House and Senate District. It
would make it easier for House and Senate representatives to concentrate energy on the school district
related needs of their constituents if they represented fewer school districts. It would make it easier for
teachers to help their students understand who their representatives are.
More importantly, in Westerville there is a need to foster a sense of commonality and inclusion in the
student body. Having listened to discussions among community groups, which include Westerville for
Racial Equity, Inclusion and Social Engagement, and Sustainable Westerville, I have learned that there
are students and residents that feel excluded from membership in the community. This is especially
true of those living in the southern parts of the district that are less affluent, more diverse, and more
split up into different legislative districts. Having different representatives from everyone else in your
school might make it difficult to participate equally in civics class discussions, and be one more reason to
feel different, excluded, and unimportant.
Sustainable Westerville created a community map of the Westerville School District. A teacher who
helped create this map was later sought out by a school colleague who lives in the south part of the
district, and saw this map on our Facebook page. She thanked the teacher for including her
neighborhood, explaining that she and her family frequently feel excluded from the community. Seeing
her neighborhood included in our map made her feel valued, and part of our community.
School districts are one of the most important parts of the social fabric of a community. I ask you to
consider keeping school districts whole when drawing Ohio House and Senate District lines.
Thank you for your time and consideration of my request.
Luanne Hendricks
1008 Bluesail Drive, Westerville, OH 43081
Email: lrhendricks@gmail.com Phone: 614-517-9280
August 20, 2021
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School District Lines

Sustainable Westerville’s Community Map in blue covers the
approximate Westerville School District lines. (Drawn in Districtr
using precincts which don’t conform to school district lines.)

Ohio House and Senate District Lines

Ohio House District numbers shown in Orange Boxes

Map URL: https://districtr.org/COI/38038

Ohio House and Senate Districts
covering the Westerville City School District
Community of Interest
House District

Senate District

County

19 - Lightbody

3 - Maharath

Franklin

22 - Leland

19 - Brenner

Franklin

25 - Jarrells

15 - Craig

Franklin

68 - Carfagna

19 - Brenner

Delaware

The Sustainable Westerville community group drew a community of interest map using Districtr software.
Sustainable Westerville considers their community to be the Westerville City School District.
Our community of interest is currently divided by the 4 Ohio House and 3 Senate districts shown above.

- Description from Districtr of our Community Map

